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hand, the poor bishop actually incurred the reproach of avarice   on   more   than   one   occasion. Thus  in  405,   when  he   consulted   a  venerable colleague as to the propriety of his decision in a certain case, he found that the bishop ' was greatly horrified' (ep. 83) at the character of his proposal. A certain Honoratus, who had been a monk in the monastery at Thagaste, and afterwards a priest at Thiave, had died intestate at the latter place. The people  of Thiave claimed his property for their   church, but Augustine   and Alypius   (now bishop of Thagaste)  decided to keep half of  it for the Thagaste monastery.    Augustine hastily awarded the whole property to Thiave when the ill-sounding murmurs reached him.    In another case,  early  in his   episcopate,  he seems to  have quarrelled with his congregation about some property left to the Church by a deceased navicularius. This was an official of the Roman world who had to ship the corn to Rome, and was responsible for its safety unless he could prove (for which purpose three or four of the crew were always put to the torture) that the accident to his ship was unavoidable.    If the   Church  accepted   the  property,  it would accept the hereditary office and responsibility, which Augustine very rightly declined to